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A Guide for the Prayers of the People 

St. George’s United Church 

This document is here to offer you guidance and examples in your own process of preparation and 

prayer for Sunday Worship. No one is born knowing how to pray—it is a craft that we are taught, 

practice, and learn over time. Don’t feel overwhelmed, whether you have done it many times or are 

doing it for the first time. With preparation, the words will come. 

Thank you for offering your gifts to the ministry of St. George’s United Church, and thank you for your 

role in assisting us as a community in the worship of God. God be with you in your preparation, and in all 

of your praying. 

About the Prayers of the People 

The Prayers of the People are the best example of liturgy (literally meaning “a public work undertaken 

by the few to benefit the many”). William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury once said: “the church is 

the one institution that exists primarily for its non-members.” It is in the Prayers of the People that the 

congregation most clearly intercedes for the world in its worship.  

The Prayers of the People are prayers of Intercession and Supplication. That is, in these prayers the 

community (1) asks for God’s redemptive presence in the church, world, community and individual lives 

and (2) offers its own life to God’s mission of healing and reconciliation in the world.  

In Preparation: 

 Prayers should be addressed to God and spoken as “We.” The Prayers of the People are primarily 

between us as a community of individuals, and God. 

 The Prayers of the People should be focussed on Intercession and Supplication. That is to say, the 

prayers should be offered on behalf of the community for the community and the world 

(intercession), and should be petitions to God for the needs of that community and the world. 

There are other types of prayer, such as confession, praise and thanksgiving, but these are 

expressed at other times in the service. 

 These prayers should be biblically rooted and inspired. Read the scripture passages for the service 

ahead of time, with special attention to key phrases and language used in relation to God 

 Prayers should arise from the specific needs of the community and current local, national and 

international concerns. Prayers should be broad in scope. At the same time, it is helpful to include 

specific, concrete and current concerns in at least some of the petitions. There should be, so to 

speak, a connection between Saturday’s news and Sunday’s prayers. On the other hand, this is not 

an occasion to be explicitly political, or to moralize, editorialize, lecture or preach. 

 Prayers should be hospitable to newcomers and non-Christians alike. Prayers should be offered in 

such a way that reflect our biblical commitment to offer welcome and hospitality to strangers. 

 Be mindful of inclusive language. While this does not preclude addressing God as Father, or “he,” 

those offering prayers are encouraged to broaden the name and titles used for God as reflected in 

the texts for the day or in other parts of scripture. 
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 Prayers should be short and to the point. Total time of the prayer should be five minutes or less. 

The Format of Prayers 

 Offer an introduction to the Prayers before you begin. This reminds long-term people what the 

Prayers of the People are all about, and explains the practice to newcomers. A simple 

introduction could be: 

Please join me in the Prayers of the People. With these prayers, we as a community ask for God’s 

redemptive presence in the church, world, community and individual lives. And we offer our own 

lives to God’s mission of healing and reconciliation in the world. Let us pray. 

 The person leading the prayers may wish to follow the traditional sequence of petitions as a 

guide: 1. For the church universal; 2. For the world; 3. For the local community; 4. For those in 

special need. See appendix for examples. 

 You may choose to use a congregational response after each petition. If you wish to use a 

response, inform the congregation prior to beginning your prayer. You can introduce this by 

telling the congregation that “when I say ‘Lord, in your mercy,’ you are invited to respond with 

‘hear our prayer’.” See the appendix for examples. 

 Or you may incorporate a time for concerns to be spoken silently or aloud. This can be 

introduced during the prayer with words like: “Now, we lift up to you either aloud, or in the 

silence of our hearts, the names of people and places requiring your special attention and care.” 

 End the Prayers of the People with a short concluding prayer.  The simplest is “Amen,” which 

means “so be it.” “By the power of your Holy Spirit we pray” or “In the name of Jesus Christ” are 

also common ways to end public prayer. 

 Prayers usually end with the Lord’s Prayer if it is not used elsewhere in the service. Simply 

finish your prayer by leading in to the Lord’s Prayer with words such as “these things we pray for 

in trust, using the words that Jesus taught us.” 

Instructions for the Sunday Service 

1) Gather for prayer ten minutes before the service with the Minister, choir, and musician(s) in the 

upper lounge. This is to pray for God’s Spirit, guidance, and blessing upon the service—including 

the prayers of the people. 

2) Be mindful of when the prayers occur in the service. Look for when the Prayers of the People 

occur in that Sunday’s bulletin. The Prayers of the People are often offered following the hymn that 

follows the sermon. During the sermon, the good news of God’s love and hope for the world in 

Jesus are proclaimed, and the prayers are offered in response to and in trust of that good news. 

This placement may change, but it will do so rarely.  

3) Please come up to the lectern/pulpit during the final verse of the hymn following the sermon. 

This avoids having people wait for you to make your way to the front, and allows the service to flow 

more smoothly. Wait a few seconds after the music is over to begin your prayer. 

4) Find your way back to your seat once your prayer is complete. 
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Appendix 

The following are offered as examples to guide you in your preparation. Use them to inspire your own preparation 

and the composition of your own prayers. 

Example A (Using the traditional format). This form gives an idea of what the prayers might look like. The actual 
examples, needs and concerns for the community and the world are to be added. 
 
Living Lord, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
with gladness we praise you 
for you create all things and sustain all things. 
 
For making us in your image to love one another 
and to care for your creation, 
we give you thanks. 
 
For the gift of Jesus, 
Who frees and guides us according to your will, 
baptizing us through the church to be your people  
in the world, we give you thanks.   
By your Holy Spirit, empower us to show your love to others even as we pray for 
 

Your church in this place and all over the world. . . (highlighting places of struggle and strife, but also 
places of hope) 
For the world you so love and care for… (praying for the needs of the world, may include highlights for 
local, national or international concerns) 

  
And for this community… (this may include prayers for the church’s mission, its health, its struggles, for 
new disciples to be sent in our midst to walk in our way, for children etc.) 

  
 And for those in need of special care . . . (those who are sick, without jobs, despair, depression. Can be 

named if they are in the community.) 
  
God eternal, keep us in communion with your saints of all time that we may worthily serve you as people of your 
everlasting covenant until your will is done on earth as it is in heaven, for to you, through Jesus Christ your Son and 
the Holy Spirit, we offer all praise and honour.     Amen. 
 
Example B (from Celebrate God’s Presence). A example pattern of prayer where specifics can be improvised. 
 
O God, lover of the world,  
you hold all that you have created 
within your compassionate embrace. 
As you hold our lives  
torn by pain, sorrow or hatred within your aching heart, 
we cry out for wholeness— 
for ourselves, for those we love, 
and for our world. 
 
May your healing presence gently transform 
the places of our lives where we hold pain. 
May your loving presence be a comforting reality 
for all those who find themselves  
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in despair, lost or alone. 
May your transforming presence 
create generosity in places of greed, 
harmony in place of hatred, 
and everlasting justice where evil now reigns. 
 
O God, lover of the world, 
from the silence of our own hearts,  
we bring before you 
these people and places that need 
your healing, loving, transforming presence: 
 
O God, lover of the world, 
this is your world, 
and we claim your power and your presence 
to make it whole. Amen. 
 
Example C (From Celebrate God’s Presence) A prayer that uses a congregational response. 
 
Gracious God,  
we pray for the faithful all over the world, 
that all who love you may be united in your service.   
We pray for the church . . . . 
God, hear our prayer. 
R. And in your love, answer. 
 
We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations,  
that they may be reconciled one to another  
in pursuit of your justice and peace.    
We pray for the world . . . . 
God, hear our prayer.  R. 
 
We pray for all in need  
near or far,  
that they may know the hope of your faithfulness  
through the help of others.   
We pray especially for… 
God, hear our prayer.  R 
 
We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness,  
loneliness, fear or loss,  
that those whose names are in our hearts, 
in the hearts of others, 
or known to you alone,  
may receive strength and courage.   
We pray for those in need . . . .  
God, hear our prayer.  R. 
 
God of compassion,  
into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,  
trusting in your mercy, now and forever.   
Amen. 


