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A Vision for Children at St. George’s United Church 

Luke 9: 46-48  

The disciples began to argue about which one of them would be the most 

important person. Jesus knew what they were thinking. So he took a little child 

and had the child stand beside him.  

Then he spoke to them. "Anyone who welcomes this little child in my name 

welcomes me," he said. "And anyone who welcomes me welcomes the One who 

sent me. The least important person among all of you is the most important."  

Deuteronomy 6: 4-7 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise. 

The Church has been called by Jesus to welcome children and in doing so we welcome him and 

God. The stories from the Hebrew Scriptures, and which we, the church have been entrusted 

call us to continuous conversation with children about our One God and the implications of 

loving and being loved by that God. This is our call and yet often we do not have a vision of how 

that call might be lived out. 

Whatever the details the fundamental theme is that through our ministries, children will 

experience and know the love of God and, through this, live lives of purpose and meaning.  

Though the church is not in control of these encounters or of the Holy relationship between 

God and a child, we have significant gifts to offer children that will foster this sacred 

relationship. We can be resource and catalyst to the exploration, discovery and articulation of 

the relationship and the call to live lives of faithfulness. 

One gift the church can give children is religious language. Like all specialized language, 

religious language points to the tools, practices and principles of a particular dimension of 

reality. To gain the language is to identify experience including a way of making meaning of the 

challenges and joys of life. It is a way to connect the God of the stories with the God 

experienced.  
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Another gift we can give children is a safe place. Like an egg contained by its shell, children 

need a safe container in which to do important spiritual work. Providing a safe space for 

children includes paying attention to the physical and emotional space we allow them in 

church, camps and Christian education settings.   

We can give children the stories of the Bible that have sustained our people for generations. 

Our faith story gives us our identity. It helps us know who we are in the larger story. Children 

will find that they are part of the great family that numbers as many as the grains of sand in the 

desert and the stars in the sky. They will discover the One who knows them by name and leads 

them to places of nourishment and service. 

We can give them community. At its best, a Christian community of faith can be a place where 

we recognize our authentic selves and discover our gifts, where we can ask hard questions and 

seek answers together. We are called to make church a trusting and trustworthy community to 

share greatest joys and deepest sorrows. 

We can give children opportunity to participate in the Body of Jesus through worship, acts of 

justice, pastoral care, learning and fellowship. 

We, as St. George’s United Church, know that when we offer these gifts to children we present 

a possibility for the transformation of a person, a community or even the world. Children 

become joy-filled, engaged with issues of justice and peace, leaders of worship, challengers of 

the status quo in both the church and in the wider community and articulate theologians. 

When children came to Jesus, he blessed them. He calls us to do the same.  

The key strategic questions become: how are we blessing children now, how are we not 

blessing them and how can we be blessing them in the future? 
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An Ethic of Blessing and Care for Children 

To bless children and to be blessed by them the church is called to be a community that acts 

and speaks in particular ways. In order to be a community of blessing, the Christian community 

needs to be marked by: 

1. Radical Hospitality. The call to radical hospitality has two components: Jesus calls his followers 

to welcome children (obedience of the church to God’s call); and by welcoming children, Jesus 

is welcomed (discernment of God’s presence). God’s gift of children to the church is so that God 

may be known. Failing to welcome children implies rejection of Jesus and God. The work of 

welcoming involves more than a warm smile and a cookie. Welcoming also extends beyond 

friendliness. A holy welcome (dechomai) involves the radical practice of hospitality which 

includes providing service, nourishment, safety and inclusion. 

 

2. Prioritizing of Children and their Concerns. The last, the least, the littlest matter the most. 

These directions of Jesus to the disciples specifically named children. Jesus requires of his 

disciples, now the church, to make children a priority. (Matthew 18:1-5) Our practice within and 

without the community of the church must represent a way of being in God’s world in which 

the well-being of the child is of prime importance.  

 

3. Inclusivity. God calls children (and the Whole People of God) into relationship. Relationship 

means conversation. It involves listening, engagement and nurturing. Relationships require 

each party to show up and bring themselves with all the complexity, ambiguity, confusion and 

delight that may entail. Relationships require action. Children are called into purposeful 

participation in the divine action in the world. They are not only in the church to receive 

education for future participation; they are called to be full participants now in the church and 

in its mission in the world. Children have the responsibility, power and ability to think 

theologically, problem solve and act. 

 

4. Evangelism. Sharing the story is not about proselytizing children into the faith; it is not about 

coercion or other forms of disrespectful communication or behaviour. It is about giving children 

the opportunity to hear, see and live the Good News that we as Christians find life-giving and 

transformative. This is consistent with the United Church position on evangelism and Jesus’ call 

not to hide our light under a bushel.  

 

5. Quality Christian Education. We strive and are called to a standard of excellence. Christian 

education/faith formation with children is a responsibility of the church. (It is also our 

responsibility to support parents/caregivers in this work.) As a community of faith we provide 
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opportunities for increasing participation in and reflection upon Christian teachings, traditions 

and practices which, over time, assists in the formation of identity and life as people of faith. 

This responsibility is in fulfilment of the promise made to God, children and their parents in the 

sacrament of baptism. (Refer to the Christian Education section in the Manual for 

characteristics of quality Christian Education.)  

 

6. Seeking Justice and Advocating for Children. In situations of injustice, children experience a 

disproportionate negative impact. Twelve percent of Canada’s children live in poverty – poverty 

affects children in racialized, First Nations and recent immigrant communities much more 

deeply and persistently. Situations of war, economic oppression, abuse, hunger, homelessness, 

etc. place children at risk in virtually every country in the world. The church is called to act with 

and on behalf of those who are most vulnerable – which means children. 

 

7. Work of the Whole. Children’s ministry is not just the work and responsibility of parents or of 

lay people who volunteer to teach church school; it is a ministry for all people of faith. The 

church has long known the power of the phrase which now teeters on the edge of becoming a 

slogan– it takes a village to raise a child. The responsibilities and impact of being social beings 

means that the implication of living in community multi-dimensional and multi-directional. The 

well being of all generations is tied together. As one body, the Body of Christ, we are 

responsible for the care of all its parts. 

 

8. Vulnerability. Attending to children calls on the church to be vulnerable, as was Jesus and are 

children. We are called to be a community of love – which, in its essence, includes putting 

ourselves at risk, even in harm’s way. Even in times of uncertainty and chaos, the church is not 

allowed to abandon children in name of its own self-protection. Through our sacramental life 

together and through our prophetic witness we are called not only protect children but 

proclaim and demonstrate a new vision of shalom. 

In many ways God weaves a dream for children and the church that perseveres and endures. 

The pattern of the weaving varies, however, impacted by the context in which the church 

ministers. 

 

 

 

adapted from “A Vision for Children in B.C. Conference,” prepared by Gaye Sharpe. 


