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Exploring Membership  
in 

St. George’s United Church 
 

What does it mean to join a church? 
 

How do we understand the Church? 
 

Who are we? 
 

The Church is the Body of Christ 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body….18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body 
be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body…. 26If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

-Paul’s First Letter to the Church in Corinth 12:12-27 
 

 

  Together, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we become Christ in the world 

  Our mission is to carry on the mission of Jesus Christ 
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The Church is a family 

31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him 
and called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your 
mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, 
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 

The Good News According to Mark 3:31-35 

 

We all need a family to grow up in 

  Good families support and encourage you as you mature 

  A good family of faith supports and encourages its members in spiritual 

growth, strengthening each other in becoming more like Jesus. 
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Commitment makes for healthy relationships 
I become a Christian by committing my life to Christ. 
 
I become a member of a church by committing myself together with other 
Christians (Covenant).  
 

  We become what we’re committed to 
 
Most people are half committed to a lot of things. 
 

  If you want to make a difference with your life, make your life count, you’ve 
got to learn to be totally committed to a few things rather than half 
committed to a dozen things 

 
Commitment means that you can trust in your relationships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Who are we? 
 

 
History 
 
Brief History of St. George's United Church by Pat Brandon, Lay Minister Emeritus 
 
The history of St. George's has its roots deep in the soil of the Comox Valley.  It goes back to the 
year 1876 when  a group of early settlers, staunch Scottish Presbyterians and Anglicans,  met 
together for worship in a small Anglican log church on the west bank of the river.  As the Valley 
expanded, the time came to consider building a larger Anglican church.  The decision was made by 
the Presbyterians, however, to establish their own church.  As it turned out, both churches were 
built on Mission Hill within a short distance of one another and both chose the name “St. 
Andrew's.”  Our mother church building, St. Andrew's Presbyterian is now over 139 years old, and 
continues to serve a worshiping community (Living Word Reformed Episcopal). 
 
     With the continuing growth in the Valley, the Presbyterians, too, soon needed a larger building.  
In 1913 a new church, named St. George's Presbyterian was built on a 5th street location.  It 
remained the center of church activities for the next 31 years.  At the time of the formation of the 
United Church of Canada in 1925, St. George's became St. George's United Church. Fifth Street 
became the  hub of business activity and the church found itself in need of more space. Land, 
where the church now stands, was donated and plans to resettle were in place.  By Dec. 1946, the 
move was made. 
 

Once the building was settled, the work of the Church expanded to meet the needs of the 
growing community.  By 1979 the Church was once again faced with an over-crowding problem 
resulting in an extensive expansion program. This included the hall, office space, lounge, library, 
washrooms and a revamping of the basement to house the ever-growing Sunday School.  From the 
beginning, many community organizations have found a welcome home in St. George's, including 
the Sonshine Lunch Club Soup Kitchen which formed as a coalition of more than 6 churches to 
feed the homeless five days per week out of the church hall.  
 

Time and societal change have had a significant impact upon church life across Canada and 
across the spiritual spectrum. St. George's was no exception, struggling through difficult times. We 
went through a long period of “drought” of empty pews, a void in Sunday School, and a very real 
struggle to keep our church doors open. Nonetheless, through prayer and persistence St. George's 
began to recover.  We are presently in a process of reinvention and revitalization, seeking to be a 
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open and welcoming community where people can encounter God, experience spiritual growth, 
and follow in Jesus’ footsteps of compassionate service and justice. 
 

Throughout the years we have been blessed with the leadership of many fine ministers.  
Each one bringing to the life of the congregation guidance and direction, sound teaching, 
strengthening and enriching our faith, as well as encouraging us to make a difference in our world.  
Leaders and teachers have always emerged from the congregation to take responsible roles in 
every area of church life.  And there has always the awareness and assurance of the Holy Spirit 
moving in our midst.  We share our faith with one another, following Jesus outside of church doors 
in to the community and beyond our valley to those in need. 
 

St. George’s at Present 
 

Mission Statement (why we are here) 

St. George’s Mission is to follow Jesus Christ, and his example 
of love, forgiveness, and faithfulness to God. 

 

Vision Statement (where we are going) 
St. George’s United Church’s vision is to be a Christian Church 

that is a beacon of God’s love and hope in the community. 
 
Goals: 
To seek to be faithful to the commandments of Jesus Christ:  
1. “Love God with all your heart, and all your soul, and all your mind.” (Matt:22:7)  
2. “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)  
3. “Love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matt.22:39)  
 
Our church is a welcoming place for all to come together in God’s presence, to praise and worship 
God, to experience laughter, love and fellowship, and to share life’s joys and sorrows.  
 
Core Values 
1. We respect and welcome all people, because all people matter to God  
2. We strive to serve the poor & disadvantaged.  
3. We exemplify God’s love through prayer and pastoral care.  
4. We treasure friendship and fellowship in our faith community.  
5. We are revitalized by inspiring worship and a strong music program. 
 
All of the above are presently under revision by Church Council. 
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Worship 
 Weekly worship occurs every Sunday at 10:30am and significant festival days (Christmas 

Eve/Day, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday) presently with an average weekly attendance 
between 110-120. 

 St. George’s hosts a worship service in the chapel of St. Joseph’s Hospital in Comox the 
second Sunday of every month with attendance ranging between 15-20. 

 
Some Governance Basics 

 St. George’s is structured in a Council model. Representatives from a variety of ministry 
teams along with elected positions make up the Council, which is responsible primarily for 
“big picture” questions of mission, vision, goal setting, and spiritual leadership. The elected 
head of the Council is the Chair. 

 The Congregational Minister provides leadership through worship, sacraments and pastoral 
care, bringing the wisdom of the scriptures and tradition to bear on matters of governance 
and structure. 

 At each Annual General Meeting, the congregation authorizes and empowers Church 
leadership to implement its vision and do the work of governance. 

 Congregations are overseen by a Council called “Presbytery” made up of Ministers and 
people chosen by each congregation. Ours is “Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery.” 

 Presbyteries are overseen by Conferences. Ours is British Columbia Conference. It meets 
2/3 years. Ministers are ordained/commissioned at these Conferences. 

 The General Council of the United Church is made up of representatives from across the 
church. It meets every three years, and is primarily responsible for setting governance 
guidelines, doctrine, overseas missions, and relationships with other churches and bodies 
around the world. The “Moderator” is chosen by General Council, and serves as pastor for 
the whole church. 

 Governance guidelines and bylaws are set nationally using “The Manual” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Our Heritage and Tradition 
The United Church of Canada 

 
The local congregation is the primary place where “church” 
happens, meaning that membership is rooted first in the local 
church 
 
In becoming members of a local church, we also have a 
secondary relationship as members of the United Church of 
Canada, which is part of the global Christian movement. 
 
The United Church of Canada is the largest Protestant 
denomination in Canada. We minister to people in about 3,000 
congregations across the country. Ours is a rich history closely 
entwined with the development of Canada itself. 
 
The United Church was inaugurated on June 10, 1925 in 

Toronto, Ontario, when the Methodist Church, Canada, the Congregational Union of 
Canada, and 70 per cent of the Presbyterian Church of Canada entered into an organic 
union. Joining as well was the small General Council of Union Churches, centred largely in 
Western Canada. It was the first union of churches in the world to cross historical 
denominational lines and hence received international acclaim. Impetus for the union 
arose out of the concerns for serving the vast Canadian northwest and in the desire for 
better overseas mission. Each of the uniting churches, however, had a long history prior to 
1925. 
 
Traditions and Influences 
 
As a “United and Uniting Church,” the United Church of Canada pulls together from various 
different streams of the Christian tradition. We are both a hybrid and a uniquely Canadian 
phenomenon. Here is a brief overview of how some of these traditions influence the 
United Church (thanks to Rev. Dr. Gerald Hobbs, Minister Emeritus at Vancouver School of 
Theology): 
 

1. Catholic – The word “catholic” means “universal.” We see ourselves as part of a 
worldwide communion of churches that goes beyond our particular community. In 
this, we also share similar patterns of worship and the sacraments with church 
traditions around the world. 
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2. Reformed – Through the Presbyterian and Congregationalist traditions, the United 
Church inherits its commitment to Scripture as foundational in terms of beliefs and 
practices. This does not mean that the Bible is the only source of knowledge, but is 
our foundational story to which we always return. The Bible is not sacred in of 
itself, but sacred in the sense that the Spirit speaks to us through it. God is a living 
God, and is still speaking to us today. 
 

3. Free – The United Church has never been a state church in that it has never been 
the official sanctioned religion in Canada. In addition to that, the United Church 
offers freedom of choice on a congregational basis for materials for worship. 
 

4. Liberal – As a Reformed Church that believes that God is still speaking, The United 
Church of Canada values, scientific, rational and historical inquiry in to the claims of 
the Christian faith and the Bible. We believe that we and the scriptures are enriched 
by further exploration and that there is no inherent contradiction between living 
the Way of Jesus and understanding the world through rational inquiry. The United 
Church also values a generosity of interpretation in the Bible, spiritual experience, 
and openness to God’s work in different cultures and religious traditions. 
 
Part of the liberal tradition also includes a spirit of inclusion of people who may not 
traditionally “fit” in other faith contexts. We invite people of all ages, races, gender 
expressions, marital statuses, economic situations, and sexual orientations to take 
up both the costs and joys of following Jesus. 
 

5. Evangelical – Part of the United Church tradition that comes from the Methodist 
lineage in that we seek to make the biblical story as our personal story. Though the 
word “evangelical” has come to be identified with some—usually American—
political and religious movements, the root of the word itself means “good news.” 
While faith is social and cultural, it also is personal, and leads to the transformation 
of the individual. 
 

Beliefs 
The word “doctrine” simply means “teachings.” As a church in the Reformed tradition, we 
understand our beliefs in a unique way. We do not believe that any statement of faith is 
the final word, but that our faith needs to be restated afresh, and evolves with every 
generation. One way of thinking about it is that we are telling the same story generation 
by generation and community by community. Yet, the story always needs to be retold to 
connect to different times, cultures and communities with different needs.  
 

 We begin with Jesus Christ, the living Word of God. Jesus reveals who God is. 
 The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as our foundational story that 
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everything else is built on. These represent the ultimate standards of faith and life 
for our tradition. They bear faithful witness to the living God we meet in Jesus. 

 We acknowledge these to have been faithfully interpreted in the Creeds:  the 
Apostles & Nicene Creeds  (First Four Centuries of the Church), as well as the 
teachings of the Protestant Reformation (1500s) 

 We acknowledge this faith interpreted through Subordinate Standards/Faith 
Statements: The Basis of Union; and the  Statement of Faith (1940);  the New Creed 
(1968); and  the Song of Faith (2006). You can find these documents at 
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/faith-
statements for further exploration. 

 
Two concise faith statements used in regular St. George’s worship illustrate our approach 
to doctrine and beliefs well: 
 
The Apostles’ Creed (4th century) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

A New Creed (1968, alt. 1998) 
 
We are not alone,  
we live in God’s world. 
 
We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others 
by the Spirit. 
 
We trust in God. 
 
We are called to be the Church: 
to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
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Notes: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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What is involved in joining 
St. George’s United Church?  

 
Eligibility 

You are eligible to join St. George’s United Church if you are willing to covenant 
with the other members of the church through the membership covenant. 

 
The fine print 

To become a full member of any congregation of the United Church of Canada, 
you must be a baptized and confirmed Christian (those who are not, can be 
baptized and/or confirmed at the same time as the membership covenant). If you 
were baptized as a child and have not made your adult profession of faith, you 
will need to do so at the time (confirmation/affirmation of baptismal vows). 
 
If you are already member in good standing of another United Church 
congregation, you will need to have your membership transferred. You may also 
transfer your membership in good standing from the following denominations: 
 

 The Anglican Church of Canada 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
 The Roman Catholic Church  
 The United Church of Christ (USA) 

 
Membership transfer from any other Christian denominations will also be 
considered, and will also require a Profession of Faith (see appendix).  
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St. George’s United Church Membership Covenant 

 
Being in agreement with the Mission and Vision of St. George’s United Church, I 
now feel led by the Spirit to covenant with this church community. With God as 
my helper, I commit myself to God and to the other members as I promise to 
share in fulfilling the mission and ministry of this congregation: 
 

 by deepening my discipleship with God in Christ through prayer, scripture 
and study 

 by attending worship faithfully 

 by regularly giving of myself, my time, my prayers, and my resources  

 by caring and praying for and serving other members 

 by discovering and using my gifts and talents for ministry 

 by participating in the fellowship of the church  

 by inviting others to worship and church activities 

 by warmly welcoming newcomers 
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Next steps following this course: 
 

If Baptism or Adult Confirmation is involved: 

 Make an appointment with Rev. Ryan 
 Attend an upcoming Baptismal Course 

If Membership only 

 Fill out the Membership form and return it to Ryan/the Church Office or fill it 
out online at www.stgeorgesunited.com/membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix 

The following are questions asked as part of the Profession of Faith in regards to 
both baptism and membership (from Celebrate God’s Presence). 

A. Profession of Faith in the Triune God 

Do you believe in God, who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
and who works in us and others by the Spirit?   
I do, by the grace of God. 

B.  Commitment to Seek Justice and Resist Evil 

Will you follow in the way of Jesus Christ,  
resisting oppression and evil, seeking justice, 
and witnessing to God’s love for all creation? 
I will, God being my helper. 

C. Commitment to Follow the Way of Jesus Christ 

Will you proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  
in your words and actions? 
I will, God being my helper. 

D. Commitment to the Mission and Ministry of the Church 

Will you join  
with your brothers and sisters in this congregation  
to share in the life, work, and ministry of Jesus Christ? 
I will, God being my helper. 
 


