
St George’s United Church 

Proposal to Church Council – February 23, 2016 

Refugee Sponsorship 
 

After discussions at both the Mission and Service Team and in a meeting between representatives of St 

George’s, Comox United, and Living Hope Alliance Church, we ask Church Council to approve St George’s 

United becoming the official sponsoring congregation for a refugee family through the Sponsorship 

Agreement that the United Church of Canada holds with the Government of Canada. 

What would be expected of St George’s: 

 Signing all application forms.  There are 4 forms to be filled out by the church and 4 forms to be 
filled out by the refugee family.  The family’s forms may be filled out here and just signed by the 
refugee family if the family does not have good English skills. 

 Handling the group’s finances. The donations would go through the church as a special fund, not 
as part of the operating budget.  This means sponsorship does not cost the church anything.  The 
church receives the money and maintains control of it;  the refugee support committee submits 
receipts and is reimbursed by the treasurer. 

 

Other than the expectations listed above for St George’s, all work required would be done by a Refugee 

Support Committee. 

 The committee would be composed of members of the three congregations who wish to 
volunteer – St George’s, Comox United, and Living Hope Alliance - and may include interested 
people from the community who may bring specific skills.  Volunteers from Comox United in 
particular have recently brought refugee families into the Comox Valley and have assisted other 
churches as well.  These folks are familiar with the process and have offered to assist us as part 
of the committee. 

 The committee will be solely responsible for fundraising, logistics, and care for the family 
(shelter, food, clothing, etc.). The cost to the church itself is intended to be $0, and all work and 
responsibilities will be taken up by this group. 

 The United Church of Canada is a Sponsorship Agreement Holder with the Federal Government, 

therefore the local church works through the national church. The Refugee Program Officer is 

Khwaka Kukubo;  phone 416 231-7680, Ext. 4068, email kkukubo@united-church.ca.   She has 

already been contacted and is willing to assist the committee if the proposal is approved. 

 

Therefore, it is moved that St George’s United Church Council agree to become the sponsoring 

congregation for a refugee family, under the Sponsorship Agreement held by the United Church of 

Canada. 
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