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WELCOME! 
Thank you for joining us. Where you are 
a Sunday regular, checking out church 
for the first time, or somewhere in be-
tween, we want to welcome you. 
 
For those of you who have not been to 
one of our services we hope this booklet 
helps you feel more comfortable. We 
know new experiences can be a bit awk-
ward, so we have tried to make it easy 
for you to follow along with this booklet 
and with the overhead screen. 
 
A FEW TIPS 

1. Keep an eye out for boxes that say 
and as they will help you know 
when to stand and when to sit. 

2. We sing a lot, in a variety of different 
styles from ancient chant to contempo-
rary folk and praise. All songs are pro-
jected on the screen, but you will see 
abbreviations like “VU” meaning Voices 
United or “MV” meaning More Voices. but 
these books are available in your pew if 
you can read music or just prefer to sing 
from a book. 

3. Grey  boxes  contain focus questions 
intended to guide and enrich your wor-
ship experience.  Take notes during or 
after the service as a way to dig deeper. 

 

 
About Today 
Today’s focus 
readings are from 
Ephesians  3:1-12 
and Matthew 2:1-
12.  Ephesians is a 
letter from the 
Apostle Paul pro-
claiming the unity 
of all cultures )in 
this case Jews and 
non-Jews) in one 
household of 
faith, while the 
Matthew reading 
is the story of the 
Three Wise Men’s 
visit of the Christ 
child. 
 
Today is the Sec-
ond Sunday After 
Christmas, the 12 
day festival where 
we celebrate 
Christ’s birth and 
God’s eternal, 
transforming light 
dwelling among 
us.  
 
Today we also 
celebrate the 
Epiphany of the 
Lord. “Epiphany” 
means “to show” 
or “to reveal,” and 
is often begun 
commemorating 
the story of the 
Three Wise men 
who bring gifts to 
the Christ child.  
On this day, and 
the following sea-
son, we celebrate 
God’s light shining 
in Christ, revealing 
who God is for all 
the world to see. 

Cover art © 1994, Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, Steve Erspamer. 
Songs and Lyrics Reprinted/Projected with permission LicenSing #606108 
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PRELUDE 

GREETING AND WELCOME 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

OPENING HYMNS 
THE FIRST NOWELL (VU#91) 
I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (VU#87) 
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
THE NEWS OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 
PRAYER OF APPROACH 
 
HYMN 
ANGELS FROM THE REALM OF GLORY VU#36 
 
WATER AND LIGHT 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
 
RESPONSE 
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD (REFRAIN VU#38) 
 

Focus:  Looking back on this past year, where do 
you need God’s mercy & forgiveness the most?  

Focus: In our Ephesians reading, Paul refers to  
Christ as a “mystery.” How comfortable are you 
living with truth that you can not fully grasp? 
 

 
Passing the 
Peace 
We welcome each 
other by extend-
ing a hand of 
peace as a  
reminder that 
Christ is breaking 
down the bounda-
ries that divide us 
as human beings.  
 
Epiphany and the 
visit of the Magi 
tell the story of 
God’s breaking 
down of these 
walls through the 
welcome of the 
“gentiles” (non-
Jews) into God’s 
promises and 
God’s kingdom 
family. 
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CHILDREN’S WORD 
THE THREE WISE MEN 
 

SONG FOR ALL AGES 
THE LORD’S PRAYER SUNG (VU#959) 
 

INVITATION TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
At this time, children are invited to join our 
leaders in Children’s Church. Nursery care is 
for children ages 0-4, and children’s Church is 
for Ages 5-12. Children are also welcome to 
stay with their parents in worship. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
YOUR WORD IS A LAMP TO MY FEET VU#956 
 

SCRIPTURE 
Ed Varney 
EPHESIANS 3:1-12 
MATTHEW 2:1-12  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 
“THE MYSTERY HIDDEN FOR THE AGES” 
Rev. Ryan Slifka 
 
HYMN 
SPLENDOR OF GOD’S GLORY BRIGHT VU#413 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED (VU#918) 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

Sermon Notes:   

 
O Splendor of 
God’s Glory 
Bright 
The words for 
this hymn are 
based on a hymn 
by Ambrose, 
Bishop of Milan 
written in 374.  
The words point 
to Christ as God’s 
light that draws 
all people togeth-
er and illumines 
the world’s dark-
ness. 
 
The joyous tune 
Puer Nobis Nasci-
tur is from a 15th 
century German 
manuscript col-
lection of medie-
val sacred songs. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD, POURING THE WINE 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND WINE 
AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD VU#81 
CHRIST IS BORN VU#41 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
HYMN 
THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 
 
SENDING FORTH AND BLESSING 
 
CLOSING 
AMENI MV#219 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
You are invited to exit the sanctuary quietly, or re-
main seated for the postlude to enjoy a last mo-
ment of worship. Following, you are invited to join 
us in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments and a 
time to get to know each other better. 
 

Focus: In our Ephesians reading, Paul says that 
through Christ we have “access to God in bold-
ness and confidence.”  What is the difference 
between confidence and certainty? How might 
you live in this new year with more “boldness 
and confidence” in your faith? 

 
The Sacrament 
of Communion 
Also known as 
The Lord’s Sup-
per or Eucharist, 
Communion is 
the meal institut-
ed by Jesus in 
remembrance of 
him. The church 
celebrates this 
table as the place 
where we meet 
the living Christ, 
and may be 
nourished spirit-
ually in anticipa-
tion of God’s 
future kingdom. 
 
Though baptism 
usually comes 
before commun-
ion in the Chris-
tian tradition, all 
who are called by 
the Spirit to Walk 
in Jesus’ Way are 
welcome to par-
take. 
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THE NEWS OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

JANUARY 3RD — 9TH, 2015 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND SERVICES 
 

January 10th  Celebrating the Baptism of the Lord 
 Covenant Renewal, Remembrance of Baptism 

 

January 17th Worship Service at 10:30am 
 

 Covenanting Service at Comox United at 
2:00pm between Comox United Church and 
Rev. Keltie Van Binsbergen.  Rev. Ryan Slifka 
preaching.  

 

January 24th        Epiphany 3 Worship Service at 10:30am 
        Ryan Slifka away, Judy Restemeyer Preaching 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

U.C.W. MONTHLY MEETING:   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13TH @ 1:30 P.M. 

COME AND JOIN US FOR A CUP OF TEA AND COOKIES IN THE LOUNGE. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 14TH, 2014 
ALL REPORTS MUST BE EMAILED TO THE OFFICE BY  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12TH . 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES  
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP FOLLOWING WORSHIP TODAY 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please hold the following people in your regular prayers:  

Ruth Steeves, Erica Johansen, Eve Mark, Peter, Mari and family,  
Cliff Fletcher,  Jennifer Barter, Disciple Bible Study Group. 

Names will remain on the Prayer List for 4 weeks unless  
request renewed.  Please call or email the office at 
stgeorgeuc@shaw.ca for changes 
 
PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS:  
Contact Lydia Wilson at lydmac2@shaw.ca or fill out your  
connection card in the pew. 

mailto:stgeorgeuc@shaw.ca
mailto:lydmac2@shaw.ca
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OUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 

 

FIVE EASY WAYS TO HELP REVITALIZE GOD’S MISSION AT 
ST. GEORGE’S IN 2016 

 
Here are five simple ways you can participate what God is already doing 
in bringing new life to our community of faith. 
 
1)  Pray – Our relationship with the divine is what drives the church. 
The more connected we are to God, the more people are likely to 
connect to God through us. Try a simple prayer that asks God to 
bless the community so we can bless others, or a pray of thanks- 
giving that asks God to send new disciples of all ages and walks of 
life to walk the Way of Jesus with us. 
 
2) Participate in Worship Weekly – Your attendance and  
participation at weekly worship matters. Not only is worship good 
for our own souls, our presence in worship brings additional energy 
that lifts those around us and inspires newcomers. If you are in 
town, come.  It will make a huge impact on the congregation’s life 
and will make a difference in your own. 
 
3) Pass along your experience to friends and family— we are 
called to share the unconditional love of God that we experience in 
our own lives with others. However, sharing your faith does not  
necessarily mean knocking door to door. Sharing your involvement, 
your experience, and what you love most about our community of 
faith can be the most powerful testimony of all. Tell your kids and 
grandkids and your friends what you love most. 
 
4) Pledge to give regularly and generously—Generosity is one of 
the core practices of Christian faith and being the kind of  
community of faith that God is calling us to be requires commitment 
to generosity from all of us. If you are not a regular giver, consider 
setting a weekly or monthly goal for yourself. If you are a regular 
giver, consider challenging yourself to a modest increase. Consider 
establishing more consistent giving practices through post-dated 
cheques or signing up for automatic withdrawals or credit card  
giving through Pre-authorized Remittance (PAR). Fill out a  
connection card in the pew for more information. 
 
5) Provide a welcoming, gracious atmosphere for newcomers 
and people different from you—when you take the time to  
introduce yourself to someone new, invite them for coffee, or even 
invite them out for lunch, you are showing them the gracious  
welcome of the God who has welcomed us.  
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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 

Use this prayer to start each day mind-
ful of God’s presence 

 
Glorious God,  
each day provides opportunity  
to awaken to the radiance 
of your presence,  
and to welcome your blessing 
into my life.  
How often I forget that I am your home!  
Help me to draw more closely to you,  
that I may manifest your love more deeply 
in the world.  
May every bright place 
and darkened corner  
grow ever more luminous as I bear your 
light this day. 
Amen. 
 
-FROM FEASTING ON THE WORD 
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